
Name __________________________________________  Exam Essay Pts. _______________ 
  
  

CRITERIA 
Self 
Points  
 

Peer 
Points 

Inst. 
Points 

THESIS and CONTENT (Development)  -- 0 to 25 points 
The essay has a thesis—a single, central point that is interesting, original, striking 
and substantial.  The central idea is developed in the essay through well-chosen, 
appropriate, concrete details that show originality and freshness.  Author shows 
rather than merely tells. Generalizations and assertions are defended.  Arguments 
are logical. 
  

    

INCORPORATES BIBLICAL MATERIAL -- 0 to 25 points 
Cites specific biblical material. Uses biblical material to argue build and sustain the 
argument. Uses the biblical text in such a way as to acknowledge its unique 
historical context. 

   

ORGANIZATION  -- 0 to 25 points   
The essay is organized and well structured (there is a beginning, a body, and a 
conclusion).  The essay exhibits a clear strategy for persuasion and pattern of 
development (chronological order, spatial order, comparison/contrast, etc.).  The 
organization works with the thesis so that the thesis and the organization contribute 
to serving the purpose of the essay.  Essay does not digress from central point.  
Transitions help the paper flow smoothly.  Introductory paragraph(s) is (are) 
interesting and appropriate.  Concluding paragraph is satisfying.    
  

    

PARAGRAPHS -- 0 to 25 points 
Paragraphs are organized, unified and coherent.  Each supporting paragraph has a 
controlling idea (which may be expressed in a topic sentence).  In supporting 
paragraphs, topic idea helps further the thesis.  
  

    

STYLE – 0 to 10 points 
Sentences are mature and parallel.  Writer avoids modifier problems.  Sentences 
show variety of pattern and are rhetorically effective.  The essay is written in a style 
and tone appropriate to the audience, topic and purpose.  Words are appropriate 
and well chosen.  Writer avoids jargon and sexist language.  Writer seems to be 
speaking in an authentic voice.  Paper is enjoyable and interesting.  
  

    

CITATIONS – 0 to 25 points 
The proper number of sources and commentaries are cited. Citations are properly 
formatted in either Turabian or Chicago Manual of Style format. 

 
  

GRAMMAR, SPELLING, MECHANICS – 0 to 15 points 
Subtract points for errors in grammar (comma splices, fragments, fused sentences, 
agreement, etc.), spelling, and mechanics (margins, format, etc.).  

    

Totals    

 
 
 
OVER, please 



Peer Reviewer Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Peer Reviewer Signature: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Peer Reviewer email: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Failure to have your essay reviewed by a peer reader will result in a reduction of 15% of the final points as assigned 
by the instructor. 


